
The W
orld Su

mmit and 
Goal 3

 

No new
 target

s or in
dicator

s were
 agreed

, 

but Go
al 3 wa

s exten
ded to

 includ
e:

• an end
 to impunity

 for vio
lence a

gainst 
women; 

• the go
al of u

niversa
l acces

s to re
produc

tive he
alth; 

• the rig
ht to o

wn and
 inheri

t prope
rty; 

• equal a
ccess t

o labou
r prote

ction; 

• increas
ed rep

resenta
tion of

 women in g
overnm

ent 

decisio
n-making b

odies. 

Govern
ments m

ust now
 includ

e these
 issues

 when

reporti
ng on 

the MDGs.

In 2005
, five y

ears in
to the 

15-yea
r time-fram

e set 

in 2000
, the M

DGs ar
e  far f

rom being 
achiev

ed. 

Progre
ss tow

ards th
e goals

 has be
en une

ven.  

Estimates on
 the am

ount o
f addit

ional a
id requ

ired 

to achi
eve the

 MDGs ra
nge fro

m US$50
bn to 

US$76
bn.

Women and 
The Millenniu

m Develo
pment Goa

ls

Women and
 the MDGs

Gender
 equalit

y is not
 only a 

goal in
 its own

 right, b
ut an e

ssentia
l 

ingredi
ent for 

achievi
ng all t

he MDGs. A
ttempts to a

chieve 
the MDGs

that do
 not inc

orporat
e a gen

der per
spectiv

e will b
oth inc

rease th
e costs

and minimize succ
ess. 

Goal 1:
 Eradic

ate extr
eme pover

ty and 
hunger

.The m
ajority 

of the 1
.5 

billion 
people 

living o
n 1 dol

lar a da
y or les

s are w
omen. In a

ddition
, the

gap be
tween w

omen and
 men caug

ht in th
e cycle

 of pov
erty ha

s contin
-

ued to 
widen i

n the p
ast dec

ade, a p
henom

enon co
mmonly re

ferred t
o

as "the
 feminisatio

n of po
verty". 

Worldwid
e, wom

en earn
 on ave

rage

slightly
 more tha

n 50 pe
r cent o

f what 
men earn

. (UN W
omen Watch) 

Goal 2:
 Achiev

e unive
rsal pri

mary edu
cation.

Of the 1
50 million ch

ildren

aged 6-
11 who

 don’t a
ttend s

chool, o
ver 90 m

illion ar
e girls. 

(WEDO).

Educati
on, esp

ecially 
for girls

, empowers
 families to 

break t
he cycl

e of

poverty
. Eviden

ce gath
ered ov

er 30 ye
ars sho

ws that
 educat

ing wo
men

is the s
ingle m

ost pow
erful w

eapon 
against

 malnutrit
ion — even m

ore

effectiv
e than 

improving
 food s

upply. 
(OXFAM

)

Goal 3:
 Promote gen

der equ
ality an

d wom
en’s em

powerm
ent. Of 

the

world's
 876 million ill

iterate 
people 

over 15
 years t

wo-thir
ds are w

omen;

working
 women have

 less so
cial pro

tection 
and em

ployment righ
ts; a

third of
 all wom

en has 
been vi

olently 
abused

; and ra
tes of H

IV/AIDS

infectio
n among wo

men are 
rapidly

 increas
ing. (W

EDO) 

Goals 4
 & 5: Re

duce ch
ild mortality

; Improve m
aternal

 health
. Evidenc

e

from countr
ies arou

nd the 
world d

emonstrat
es that 

gender
 equalit

y is

key to i
mproving

 maternal
 and ch

ild heal
th and 

stemming the
 spread

 

of HIV/A
IDS and

 other d
iseases

. Some 500,0
00 wom

en—the majority 

in poor
 countr

ies—die eac
h year 

due to 
pregna

ncy-rela
ted cau

ses.

Reducin
g maternal

 mortality
 depen

ds on t
he exte

nt of he
alth car

e 

availab
ility for

 expect
ant mothers,

 particu
larly wh

en deal
ing wit

h 

complicatio
ns. (WEDO) 

Goal 6:
 Combat HIV

/AIDS, 
malaria a

nd othe
r diseas

es. Women cann
ot

achieve
 empowerm

ent and
 equalit

y unles
s their 

reprodu
ctive rig

hts are

fully an
d legall

y realiz
ed.

Globall
y, just u

nder ha
lf of ad

ults livi
ng with

 HIV/AI
DS are 

women and
 

in many reg
ions wo

men make up 
the majority 

of infec
ted adu

lts. The

gender
ed impact of

 HIV/AI
DS is a

cute, du
e both 

to wom
en’s  ph

ysical

suscep
tibility 

to infec
tion, as

 well as
 women’s typ

ically w
eaker p

osition

in term
s of po

wer in 
sexual 

relation
s. In ad

dition, 
women tend

 dispro
por-

tionate
ly to be

ar the p
hysical

, econo
mical and

 emotional
 costs o

f caring

for thos
e who a

re sick.
 (Dócha

s, Popu
lation I

nstitute
).  

Goal 7:
 Ensure

 enviro
nmental su

stainab
ility. M

en’s an
d wom

en’s 

differen
t roles 

and res
ponsibi

lities ar
e stron

gly link
ed to e

nvironm
ental

sustain
ability. 

Women perf
orm the majority 

of the w
orld’s a

gricultu
ral

work, p
roducin

g food 
for thei

r families, as
 well as

 other g
oods th

at are

sold in 
nationa

l and in
ternatio

nal markets. 

Goal 8:
 Develo

p a glo
bal par

tnershi
p for de

velopm
ent. In 

order to

achieve
 MDGs, N

orthern
 govern

ments ne
ed to p

rovide 
financia

l

resourc
es,  fair

er trade
 regimes and 

fiscal m
easures

 to resp
ond to 

the

needs o
f the So

uth.  Th
is goal 

is direc
ted at N

orthern
 govern

ments.

Howev
er, und

er this 
goal th

ere are
 no tim

e frames, qua
ntifiabl

e bench
-

marks, or
 instrum

ents th
at can h

old ind
ustrializ

ed coun
tries, ec

onomic

institut
ions, an

d corpo
rations

 accoun
table.

The Millenniu
m Declar

ation 

In 2000
 the wo

rld’s go
vernments ad

opted t
he Millenniu

m Declar
ation,

the sta
ted aim

 of whi
ch is to

 addres
s peop

le’s nee
ds for t

he new
 millen-

nium. The h
ope he

ld out b
y the D

eclarati
on is th

at there
 is a co

nsensu
s

among ric
h and p

oor cou
ntries t

hat pov
erty is 

a collec
tive foc

us, and
 that

the res
ources 

needed
 to erad

icate po
verty e

xist. Th
e Decla

ration c
alls for

the pol
itical w

ill to ac
hieve s

uch a f
air dist

ribution
.  

The De
claratio

n recog
nises w

omen’s ce
ntrality

 in dev
elopment pro

cess-

es, and
 includ

es a co
mmitment to “

promote gen
der equ

ality an
d the

empowerm
ent of w

omen as e
ffective

 ways t
o combat pov

erty, hu
nger

and dis
ease an

d to sti
mulate d

evelopm
ent tha

t is trul
y susta

inable.”
 The

Declara
tion als

o addre
sses “t

he equ
al right

s and o
pportun

ities of
 women

and men” an
d pledg

es “to c
ombat all 

forms of vio
lence a

gainst 
women

and to 
implement the

 Conve
ntion o

n the E
limination

 of all f
orms of

Discrim
ination

 agains
t women (CED

AW). 

The Millenniu
m Develo

pment Go
als 

The Millenniu
m Develo

pment Go
als (MDGs) w

ere pub
lished i

n 2001 
as 

a ‘road
 map’ for 

the implementatio
n of the

 Declar
ation. T

he MDGs co
m-

prise e
ight go

als sup
plemented b

y 18 nu
merical a

nd time-boun
d targe

ts

and 48
 indicat

ors inte
nded to

 improve l
iving co

ndition
s and r

emedy key

global 
imbalance

s by 20
15. Many of 

the targ
ets are

 not ne
w, but 

reflect

commitments m
ade at 

the UN
 confer

ences o
f the 19

90s (e.g
. The R

io

Summit, the B
eijing F

ourth W
orld Co

nferenc
e on W

omen, the
 Cairo

Confere
nce on

 Popula
tion an

d Deve
lopment). W

ith the 
MDGs wo

rld gov
-

ernments ha
ve, for 

the firs
t time, set o

ut a joi
nt fram

ework 
to co-o

rdinate

approa
ches an

d pool 
resourc

es in or
der to a

ddress 
issues 

such as
 world

poverty
 and he

alth.6 T
he goa

ls are p
resente

d as th
e way t

o enab
le peo-

ple in t
he Sou

th to ho
ld polit

ical lea
ders to

 accoun
t, to en

courag
e demo-

cratic d
ebate, 

and to 
deliver

 politic
al refor

ms and p
articipa

tory pr
ocess-

es. 

The MDGs, th
e Beijin

g Platfo
rm for Act

ion and

CEDAW

The MDGs ad
dress s

everal o
f the 12

 Critical
 Areas 

of Conc
ern in t

he

Platform
 for Act

ion ado
pted at 

the 199
5 Fourt

h World Co
nferenc

e on

Women in B
eijing, n

amely pov
erty (1)

, educa
tion (2)

, health
 (5) and

 

environ
mental su

stainab
ility (7).

 The M
illenniu

m Declara
tion exp

licitly

include
s a com

mitment to i
mplement CED

AW. The U
N Commission o

n

the Sta
tus of W

omen at its
 Beijing

+10 Rev
iew in M

arch 20
05 adop

ted

this per
spectiv

e. The P
olitical 

Declara
tion of 

the CSW
 emphasise

s that

“[t]he f
ull and 

effectiv
e implementation

 of the 
Beijing 

Platform
 for Act

ion

(BPfA)  
 is esse

ntial to 
achievi

ng the 
interna

tionally
 agreed

 develo
pment

goals in
cluding

 those c
ontaine

d in the
 Millenniu

m Declara
tion”. T

he 

declara
tion fur

ther rec
ognises

 that th
e “implementation

 of the 
Beijing

Declara
tion and

 Platfor
m for Act

ion and
 CEDAW

 are mutually 
reinforc

ing

in achie
ving ge

nder eq
uality a

nd the 
empowerm

ent of w
omen.” 

The World Su
mmit 2005 

At the W
orld Su

mmit held i
n Septe

mber 200
5 to rev

iew pro
gress o

n 

the MDGs, w
omen’s rig

hts emerged a
s a key 

set of a
greements in 

the

final Su
mmit docum

ent and
 a num

ber of i
mportant

 gains w
ere made. 

In addit
ion, wo

rld lead
ers agre

ed to re
peal all

 laws th
at discr

iminate

against
 women and 

promised to 
implement the 

Securit
y Coun

cil 

resoluti
on 1325

 which 
promotes wo

men’s inc
reased 

particip
ation in

peace a
nd secu

rity pro
cesses.

Howeve
r, the o

pportun
ity to st

rengthe
n Goal 

8 and to
 give th

e UN a 
role

in chall
enging 

the neg
ative im

pacts o
f trade 

on deve
lopment was

 not

taken u
p by wo

rld lead
ers. The

re are n
o refere

nces to
 the neg

ative

impacts o
f trade 

liberaliz
ation, th

e need 
for fair 

trade ru
les and

 policie
s,

or the n
eed to e

nsure th
at trade

 rules a
re in lin

e with e
xisting 

UN agr
ee-

ments on
 human righ

ts, inclu
ding wo

men’s rig
hts, and

 the env
ironment. 

The eig
ht goal

s are:

1 Eradica
te extre

me pove
rty and

 hunge
r

2 Achiev
e unive

rsal pri
mary edu

cation

3 Promote gen
der equ

ality an
d empower 

women

4 Reduce
 child m

ortality

5 Improve m
aternal

 health

6 Combat HIV
/AIDS, 

malaria a
nd oth

er dise
ases

7 Ensure
 enviro

nmental s
ustaina

bility

8 Develo
p a glo

bal par
tnershi

p for d
evelop

ment.

The fir
st 7 MDGs ar

e aimed at d
evelop

ing cou
ntries a

nd the 
last, Go

al 8 is 
aimed 

at dono
r count

ries. 


