Women’s Organisations in the South Need Resources!
Banúlacht is calling on our members, colleagues and readers to add their signatures to the letter below, urging the Irish government in its overseas aid budget to increase funding for organisations that promote women’s participation in decision making.  
Letter to Peter Power T.D., Minister of State for Overseas Development
Women make up more than half the world’s people but only a fifth of the world’s decision makers. I believe that it is a matter of justice and democracy that women should be fairly represented in formal political decision making at local, national, regional and international levels. 

Having more women in decision-making roles ensures different perspectives, solutions and approaches. It means that issues of gender equality and equity are highlighted and addressed within international and national policy debates on, for example, the economy, trade, climate change, foreign policy and defence.

It also means that many issues that involve women will be more fully addressed, including those related to marriage and divorce, equality under the law, violence against women, reproductive rights and health, rape, public services, land rights, caring, equal pay, parental leave, pensions and others critical to the welfare of women, men and children. 

Women who want to run for public office or participate in other forms of politics face enormous obstacles, including discrimination, violence and lack of resources. 

I welcome Irish Aid’s work in supporting initiatives aimed at gender equality, maternal mortality, gender-based violence, health and education. I now urge you to take further action to support gender equality by allocating more funds to programmes promoting and supporting women’s political participation.
Signed: ___________________________

Name and Organisation: 
__________________________________________

This letter will be presented to the minister as a message from women in Ireland in support of women’s organisations in the South.  
Background
Irish Aid’s commitment to gender equality and the importance the Irish government attaches to gender and development are clearly outlined in the 2006 White Paper on Irish Aid (the Irish government’s policy document on overseas development assistance). Irish Aid has undoubtedly made great advances in recent years in its gender work in priority aid countries.  

The White Paper states that “the impact of our actions will be greater if issues of gender equality are taken into account at the outset and if the realization of the human rights of women informs everything we do.” Both the White Paper and Irish Aid’s 2004 Gender Equality Policy clearly state the government’s commitment to supporting work aimed at the fulfilment of women’s human rights and, specifically, the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). Article 7 of CEDAW says that all States who ratify the Convention “shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the political and public life of the country.”  

The work of women’s organisations in Ireland and globally to enhance women’s participation in decision making aims to create a critical mass of women who will work to transform the political structures, their agenda, priorities and ways of working at community, local and national levels—that is, a critical mass of women who are committed to a pro-women, pro-citizen and feminist agenda. At a time of global financial crisis, this work is more important than ever, and it is critical that organisations in the South that work for gender equality and women’s human rights are funded by donors. To mark both International Women’s Day 2009 and the 30th Anniversary of CEDAW, Banúlacht is calling for a commitment from Irish Aid to increase funding to women’s organisations in the South. 

This letter is based on the One World Action Campaign “More Women More Power” (www.oneworldaction.org). 
See also the European Women’s Lobby 50-50 Campaign (www.womenlobby.org). 
For more information on Irish Aid’s work on gender equality, see www.irishaid.gov.ie and the web site of the Gender Based Violence Consortium (www.gbv.ie). 
Deadline for receipt of signed letters: June 15th
