Banúlacht and the National Women’s Council of Ireland

International Women's Day Conference
Inspiring Women: Challenging Voices, Changing Times
Thursday,  5 March 2009, 9:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin
 
On International Women’s Day, women throughout the world come together to celebrate the progress and achievements made by women in their fight against injustice and inequality. This year, 2009, is particularly significant for it is 30 years since the international community adopted the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and recognised women’s rights as a global priority. Women’s organisations all over the world have worked for the implementation of CEDAW since 1979. It is now critical to ensure that the achievements of the women’s movement and of feminist activism over the last 30 years are not undermined. This conference will focus on women’s activism and feminist leadership in changing times, and aims to both inspire and challenge participants. 

Who is this conference for? 

We welcome all women interested in women’s issues, equality, feminism, feminist activism and development from a local and a global perspective. In addition, we welcome women from community development and community education organisations (whether coordinating an organisation or participating in a personal development course); women involved in nongovernmental organisations, national organisations. In order to facilitate participation, there will be both discussion-based workshops and creative workshops—something for everyone! The keynote speakers are feminist activists with experience of working at community level as well as local, national or international levels.  
Speakers

Isabella Matambanadzo

Isabella Matambanadzo is the Zimbabwe country programme manager for the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA). She is a feminist activist who has campaigned for women’s human rights and democracy both as a journalist and within non-governmental organisations. She was the executive director of the Zimbabwe Women's Resource Centre and Network, where, in addition to policy making and feminist publishing, she pioneered work to do with women’s economic rights. She also directed the organisation’s advocacy campaigns, ensuring that women living in the most remote villages in the country had a presence and a voice in Parliament. Isabella has written widely on women’s rights and has co-authored a number of books, including, Beyond Beijing Strategies and Visions Towards Women's Equality and Beyond Inequalities, Women in Zimbabwe. She is the spokesperson of Crisis in Zimbabwe, a coalition of more than 350 civil society organisations, and the secretary general of Transparency International's Zimbabwe Chapter.

Isatou Touray

Dr.  Isatou Touray is the executive director of the Gambia Committee on Traditional Practices (GAMCOTRAP). GAMCOTRAP’s work is grounded in grassroots activism, and campaigns to protect the sexual and reproductive health rights of women and children against harmful traditional practices and other degrading practices that affect the well-being of women and the girl-child. Dr. Touray is a women’s rights activist working toward the elimination of female genital mutilation in Africa and the Diaspora. In addition, she is the secretary general of the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices.  She also coordinates the Women and Law Project of the Network of Women Living Under Muslim Laws in the Gambia.  In 2005, Dr. Touray was the sole representative of Gambian nongovernmental organisations before the UN  Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. In 2008, she coordinated a project on women’s political participation in the Gambia in which 21 women won elective positions in the local government elections.

Workshops 
Does Feminism Matter?

Facilitator: Ailbhe Smyth (Feminist Open Forum)

CEDAW: From Community Activism to UN Action

Facilitators: Isatou Touray and

Nóirín Clancy (formerly Women’s Human Rights Alliance)

Economic Downturn: Women Bearing the Brunt?

Facilitator: Orla O’Connor (NWCI) and

Siobhán O’Donoghue (Migrant Rights Centre)

Poetry Workshop: Voices in Global Solidarity

Facilitator: Siobhán Daffy, Poet

Art Workshop: Drawing on Feminism

Facilitator: Martina Hynan, Community Artist

Drama Workshop: Putting the Global Centre Stage

Facilitator: Siobhán Larkin (Blue Drum CDP)

Feminist Leadership

Facilitators: Ann Irwin (Community Workers Co-op) and Benedicta Attoh

(formerly National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism)

Taking Action in Solidarity with Women in the South

Facilitators: Bella Matambanadzo (OSISA) and Nessa Ni Chasaide

(Debt and Development Coalition)
Programme
9.00
Registration

9:45
Morning panel: Challenging Voices—Walking the Talk as a Feminist Leader
Isatou Touray
Isabella Matambanadzo

Chair: Professor Kathleen Lynch

11:30
“Acting in Solidarity”: Drama by Waterford Women’s Centre

11:45
Workshops 
(T ea and coffee coffee will be served in workshop rooms)

1.00:2.15

Lunch 

2.15:3.30

Workshops (continued) 
3:45

Afternoon panel: Reflections on Changing Times 

The women’s liberation movement in the 1970s and 1980s: Anne Speed (SIPTU)
The emergence of feminist community development and community education in the 1990s: Cathleen O’Neill (Kilbarrack CDP)
Feminist leadership emerging from the new communities: Benedicta Attoh
Young feminists and new feminist tactics: Elisa O’Donovan (UCD Students against Sexism)
Chair: Dr Margaret Ward
5.00 
Close  
5.30
Launch of Frontline Report - "Insiste - Persiste Resiste Existe", a manual of protection strategies to address the specific security needs of women human rights defenders.

Front Line is the International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders.
Booking form 

Name



___________________________________

Organisation (if applicable)
 ___________________________________

Address 


___________________________________





___________________________________

Telephone 


___________________________________

Email



___________________________________

Preferred Workshop 

___________________________________

Do you have any special dietary requirements? 
   ____________

Please specify
 ________________________________________

Do you require sign language interpretation (please let us know by 21 February) _____

Conference fee (per person)

Statutory/Development agencies: €60

Women’s organisations (funded): €45

Member organisations and individuals: €35

Unfunded women’s groups and unwaged individuals: €15

Asylum seekers: €5

A limited number of bursaries/waivers of fees is available. For more information contact Banúlacht by February 28.

Please complete and return with appropriate fee by February 28 to  

Banúlacht, 20 Lower Dominick St, Dublin 1 

Places are limited—early booking is essential.

Cheques should be made payable to Banúlacht. 







