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Good Afternoon everyone, I was delighted to be asked to participate in this conference today. Linking local to global has recently become one of my favourite things. In AkiDwA we are currently working on a project on linking local women to Global. It is a reality that we are very connected despite the boundaries- “Before you finish eating your breakfast this morning, you’ve depended on half of the world” Martin Luther King

For the last 18 years I have lived my live as an activist- It has required me to act intentionally to bring social change. In my own home country Kenya I worked with women where we held demonstration, public campaign and protest to challenge bureaucratic structure, early forced marriages and denial to education to the girl child, domestic violence- I personally took the risk of transforming my apartment to a women’s refuge- I became a target and once physically attacked while working with the women in the slums.  In Uganda I worked with local women we developed a strong net work that developed a saving and credit scheme but at the same time challenged institutions and governments on the denial of women  access to credit and inheritance of property, Today in Ireland  I find myself not only tied to black African feminism / activism but to the wider global, Apart from working with Migrant women for the last 8 years I have worked with over 300 indigenous Irish women on global women agenda, raising awareness especially using the Beijing platform for action as a tool . I had to equip myself with information and learned from my aunt in-law about Irish women movement of 1960s- my work and live in Ireland has actually confirmed to me how our experiences and efforts are connected

 “As a woman I have no country, As a woman my country is the whole world” Virginia Wolf

Our world has turned into a global village as an Irish women you do not need to travel to Iraq, Kenya, Afghan, America, Australia, SA or Nigeria to meet women from these countries, they largely live with us here they have become part of Ireland, Many migrant women living here today are hero’s, they have persevered and witnessed wars, poverty or are victims of gender based violence. Each of us has a story to tell 

How AkiDwA came in to being

Many migrant women are very active in their own countries even before arriving here they have varieties of experiences, skills and knowledge gained over the years. Most of you would ask how did AkiDwA came in to being, it was actually as a result of  such profound factors guides and influence that led me to lead in founding of AkiDwA.  My activism did not start in Ireland, and so coming with the vision for AkiDwA is part of my journey/ commitment to activism.

What Keeps Me Strong / Inspired

Attitude: It determines how I act, knowing what I do is my choice- having positive attitude is essential

Affirmation- Positive thought and self talk when I don’t succeed I try again, having a strong self belief 

Having Like minded determined people who I turn to for support largely women, some act as my mentor.

Feedback/ support from the followers

Being a peer model for my 2 daughters, knowing for sure am a mother, a woman breaking the silence and that my children can use me as an example

Being able to see change (however small)- such Making a phone call to the social welfare or fighting for deportation to be reversed, reference for work while they may look small to others they are such huge relieve to some people- 

Reflecting and reviewing myself, being open to constructive feedback

Resisting the negativity- view on different people on what I shouldn’t be doing or different views on feminism- establishing new activities.

Racism & institutional racism- even as a victim healing and empowering myself to educate/ challenge 

Sexism & institutional sexism: As a black woman this is a double problem society sexist structures and attitude impact on me, being aware of these factors and being more able to resist/ face/challenge 

Tokenism

Well meaning people not giving us space to speak for ourselves

What make me strong is the passion my blood is committed to I do and belief in- To me the passion turns the impossible to possible.

Connections between Local & Global

Challenging patriarchal society, governments to change their attitudes towards women Human Rights & social justice

For migrant women!

· To be free from Racism, Discrimination and Stereotyping

·  A right to live Free of Poverty

· To be Valued for the full diversity of our situation & conditions

·  A right to be respected as an Equal in Irish Society

· A right to live Free from Abuse Personally, Socially and Politically

·  To live Free from Violence within Relationships

·  To Determine Our Own Needs and the Responses to these needs

·  To an Equal Voice in all areas of our lives

· A right to an Education

· A right to Work

· A right to be Healthy

· A right to be Confident and Happy

AkiDwA work on gender based violence FGM and Domestic violence – local awareness and working to make local services culturally responsive & appropriate – globally part of the campaign to end all forms of violence against women

Gender discrimination – working locally to support migrant women with leave to remain access work.  Globally part of the campaign for economic equality 

Training of women to represent – part of the process in achieving equality in decision making processes- starting at their local residencies

Vision of feminist solidarity

A world in which all women are equal with men, irrespective of economic background, race, religion, sexual preference etc. 

That the feminism is not confined to middle class Western women but where all women are in solidarity with their fellow women worldwide)

Message to take away

1. Generate links and strengthen networks among us women

2. Recognition of differences- while our agenda might be the same we are very different and so with different needs- incorporating the concern of women migrants- asylum seekers, refugees, migrant workers, travellers women, women with disability.

3. In a changing Ireland opportunities now exist for women, north & south to build real local solidarity build on taking time to listen and understand and one which is not dependent on people who study books telling them of other worlds.  Take the time to begin to build this solidarity locally

Thank you for listening.

